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Forceful governor general tells lawyers, ‘Heal thyself’ 
In stinging rebuke, Johnston says it’s time legal profession regains 
sight of justice, public good 

BY RICHARD FOOT, POSTMEDIA NEWS  AUGUST 15, 2011   

 

HALIFAX - Canada’s lawyers and judges are losing sight of their 

commitments to justice and the public good, and the profession must 

reform itself and rebuild the trust of ordinary citizens, says Gov. Gen. 

David Johnston. 

In a rare, forceful speech at the opening of the Canadian Bar 

Association’s annual meeting in Halifax on Sunday, Johnston issued a 

stinging assessment of the legal profession and pleaded with it to 

change. 

“We need a new model for professionalism in law,” he said. “To borrow a 

saying from a sister profession: physician, heal thyself.” 

A former dean of law at the University of Western Ontario, Johnston said 

lawyers such as himself enjoy a “social contract” with society: In return 

for self-regulation and a monopoly over the practice of law, he said, “We 

are duty bound” to improve justice and serve the public good. 

Instead, he said the profession is failing to uphold its end of the deal. 

He said Canadians in all provinces wait too long to have their cases 

heard in court, and face unacceptable delays once there. He singled out 

Ontario for the worst court processing times in the country, and said 

despite efforts to reverse the trend, “the pace (of change) is woefully 

slow.” 

Johnston said judges and lawyers must act with “urgency” to break 
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through what criminologists have called a “court culture” of complacency,

if they hope to streamline the process. 

Johnston also chastised lawyers — not specifically in Canada but across 

the democratic world — for contributing to the collapse of trust between 

citizens and public institutions, and the resulting social instability in many 

western nations today. 

He cited the 2008 financial collapse on Wall Street as one example. 

“How many lawyers ‘papered’ the deals that involved fraudulent 

statements of assets, liabilities, income and valuations?” he said. 

“How many lawyers ‘sounded the alarm’ about conflict of interest in the 

web of financial transactions and creative financial instruments? 

“How many lawyers were silent in the face of a pattern of deregulation 

which has left the economy naked to excessive leverage, and which any 

thoughtful observer knew was bound to have its inevitable pendulum 

swing?” 

Johnston also rebuked Canada’s law schools for losing touch with 

practicing lawyers in the real world, and for relying too heavily on narrow 

criteria, such as the standardized Law School Admissions Test, for 

selecting new students. 

He lamented the lack of work-life balance in law firms that “penalize those

with a family,” particularly young mothers — a comment that drew 

applause from the audience. 

And, like Supreme Court Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin on Saturday, 

Johnston said the profession must make legal services more affordable, 

and simple, for millions of middle-class Canadians. 

“For many today the law is not accessible, save for large corporations 

and desperate people at the low end of the income scale charged with 

serious criminal offences. We must engage our most innovative thinking 

to redefine professionalism and regain our focus on serving the public. 

“If we wish to avoid having change forced upon us, we must embrace 

new ideas.” 

It is rare for a Canadian Governor General to make such frank public 

speeches, but Rod Snow, president of the Canadian Bar Association, 

said he welcomed Johnston’s honest words. 

“He talked about things that he knows,” Snow said. “He probably gauged 

that this audience wanted to hear something of substance and I think he 

probably got it right.” 

Ontario Bar Association president Lee Akasaki said he was surprised by 

Johnston’s strong stand, but also agreed with it. 

“We have to get the bar back on track, be more relevant to the people 

we serve and hopefully in doing that we’ll improve the image of lawyers,” 

he said. 

Arianna Huffington, the American social media pioneer and founder of 

The Huffington Post online website, spoke to the conference after 

Johnston. 

She praised his remarks as a “speech of tremendous depth” and said 

what Johnston highlighted was essentially a breakdown in trust and a 

crisis of leadership among political and professional elites in many 

democracies. 

“I completely agree with the Governor General,” she said. “Our leaders 

refuse to innovate because they are afraid of rocking the boat,” she said.

spent the first part of his time on the 
main stage of the Ottawa Folk 
Festival on Friday demonstrating his
versatility with stringed instruments. 

 
COMMENTS (0)  

Gallery: Irene makes landfall
Hurricane Irene slammed into the 
eastern United States Saturday. 
25 MINUTES AGO 
COMMENTS (0)  

Former Ottawa man one of 150 found dead in 
Tripoli warehouse  
Witness says she saw man leave woods before 
slain teen’s body discovered  
Irene churns toward Northeast; millions of 
hurricane newbies brace for massive storm  

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/entertainment/festival-city/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Gallery+Irene+makes+landfall/5317412/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Gallery+Irene+makes+landfall/5317412/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Former+Ottawa+found+dead+Tripoli+warehouse/5313471/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Witness+says+leave+woods+before+slain+teen+body+discovered/5312526/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Irene+churns+toward+Northeast+millions+hurricane+newbies+brace+massive/5311987/story.html


Home News Opinion Business Sports Entertainment Life Health Technology Travel Jobs Cars Homes Classifieds

DON'T MISS 

CitizenCycle  

Weather  Watch  

Top Reader Photos  

Videos  

Reader Galleries  

This Week's Flyers  

Style Magazine  

MOST POPULAR 

Irene might douse 

Eastern Ontario, West 

Quebec,  experts warn  

Witness says she saw 

man leave woods before 

slain teen’s body 

discovered  

Lone survivor of 

Alexandria fire out of 

c o m a  

FORMATS 

Sitemap / RSS  

Contests  

Blogs  

Columnists  

Photo Galleries  

Videos  

Mobile  

iPad App  

OTTAWA CITIZEN 

About Us  

Contact Us  

Work for Us  

Advertise with Us  

Subscribe to the Print 

Edition  

Subscriber Services  

TOOLS 

 
Search ottawacitizen.com...

Search for a Job  

Buy/Sell  a Car  

Real Estate Listings  

SwarmJam Sweet Deals 

Place a Classified Ad  

E-mail  Alerts  

 
About canada.com Privacy Statement Terms Copyright & Permissions © 2008 - 2011 Postmedia Network Inc. All rights reserved.

Unauthorized distribution, transmission or republication strictly prohibited. 

 

“But if they don’t innovate, change will be forced upon them.” 

Postmedia News 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 

   
E-mail this Article Print this Article

 
  

 
 

 ADS BY GOOGLE

Transportation Jobs

Hiring Regional & Company Drivers.

Outstanding Pay. Apply Online Now!

www.DriveForMarten.com

Veterans Mini MBA

Gain MBA Essentials at UCLA

GI Bill Funding Approved Program

ucla.edu/Veterans-MBA

IntelliGenesis LLC

Artificial Intelligence provider

for the Intelligence Community

www.intelligenesisllc.com

 

INSIDE OTTAWA CITIZEN     

Share this Article 

 

Video: Incisionless 
surgery  
 

Jobs leaves cultural 
landscape altered by 
his gadgets, gusto  
 

U.S. Merriam-
Webster dictionary 
adds "tweet," 
"bromance"  
 

Photos: Best new 
dictionary entries  
 

Video: Controversy 
over kids book  
 

 

javascript:EmailThis('','/story_emailthis.html');
javascript:openWindow('/story_print.html?id=5254397&sponsor=','StoryPrint','scrollbars=yes,toolbar=yes,menubar=yes,resizable=yes,width=680,height=650');
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.ottawacitizen.com/Forceful%252Bgovernor%252Bgeneral%252Btells%252Blawyers%252BHeal%252Bthyself/5254397/story.html%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-1718995873402338%26adU%3Dwww.DriveForMarten.com%26adT%3DTransportation%2BJobs%26adU%3Ducla.edu/Veterans-MBA%26adT%3DVeterans%2BMini%2BMBA%26adU%3Dwww.intelligenesisllc.com%26adT%3DIntelliGenesis%2BLLC%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNHyOOTwmjZ8PEjdUEK09yxMQtfcDQ
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BL21uDvxYTsSyGKmMmgfjitXhBP7u-f4Bnqe5ihzAjbcBwJtfEAEYASDQjIcMKAM4AFCfl-6g_f____8BYMmukomIpIQQoAGezOPzA7IBFXd3dy5vdHRhd2FjaXRpemVuLmNvbcgBAdoBZGh0dHA6Ly93d3cub3R0YXdhY2l0aXplbi5jb20vRm9yY2VmdWwrZ292ZXJub3IrZ2VuZXJhbCt0ZWxscytsYXd5ZXJzK0hlYWwrdGh5c2VsZi81MjU0Mzk3L3N0b3J5Lmh0bWyAAgHIAsb8kxmoAwHoA_Yo6AMM6AONCegDjAPoA4Qp9QMCAABE9QMgAAAA&num=1&sig=AOD64_1J1no1XGcyukl0vCZkKo1DKPYerg&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.driveformarten.com/%3Fr%3Dleadflex%26mm_campaign%3D3384a5f58cafe4feaaf0f22964e405a0%26keyword%3Ddriving%2520jobs%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3DCPC%26utm_campaign%3Drecruitment
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BL21uDvxYTsSyGKmMmgfjitXhBP7u-f4Bnqe5ihzAjbcBwJtfEAEYASDQjIcMKAM4AFCfl-6g_f____8BYMmukomIpIQQoAGezOPzA7IBFXd3dy5vdHRhd2FjaXRpemVuLmNvbcgBAdoBZGh0dHA6Ly93d3cub3R0YXdhY2l0aXplbi5jb20vRm9yY2VmdWwrZ292ZXJub3IrZ2VuZXJhbCt0ZWxscytsYXd5ZXJzK0hlYWwrdGh5c2VsZi81MjU0Mzk3L3N0b3J5Lmh0bWyAAgHIAsb8kxmoAwHoA_Yo6AMM6AONCegDjAPoA4Qp9QMCAABE9QMgAAAA&num=1&sig=AOD64_1J1no1XGcyukl0vCZkKo1DKPYerg&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.driveformarten.com/%3Fr%3Dleadflex%26mm_campaign%3D3384a5f58cafe4feaaf0f22964e405a0%26keyword%3Ddriving%2520jobs%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3DCPC%26utm_campaign%3Drecruitment
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B8u-FDvxYTsSyGKmMmgfjitXhBOGit4IC0cCgiBfAjbcBoPBiEAIYAiDQjIcMKAM4AFCH5rjV_f____8BYMmukomIpIQQoAH_5Iz-A7IBFXd3dy5vdHRhd2FjaXRpemVuLmNvbcgBAdoBZGh0dHA6Ly93d3cub3R0YXdhY2l0aXplbi5jb20vRm9yY2VmdWwrZ292ZXJub3IrZ2VuZXJhbCt0ZWxscytsYXd5ZXJzK0hlYWwrdGh5c2VsZi81MjU0Mzk3L3N0b3J5Lmh0bWyAAgHIAsPo5QaoAwHoA_Yo6AMM6AONCegDjAPoA4Qp9QMCAABE9QMgAAAA&num=2&sig=AOD64_24ePHp7S-zuzlecKKemdnEtMqpKg&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.anderson.ucla.edu/x34535.xml
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B8u-FDvxYTsSyGKmMmgfjitXhBOGit4IC0cCgiBfAjbcBoPBiEAIYAiDQjIcMKAM4AFCH5rjV_f____8BYMmukomIpIQQoAH_5Iz-A7IBFXd3dy5vdHRhd2FjaXRpemVuLmNvbcgBAdoBZGh0dHA6Ly93d3cub3R0YXdhY2l0aXplbi5jb20vRm9yY2VmdWwrZ292ZXJub3IrZ2VuZXJhbCt0ZWxscytsYXd5ZXJzK0hlYWwrdGh5c2VsZi81MjU0Mzk3L3N0b3J5Lmh0bWyAAgHIAsPo5QaoAwHoA_Yo6AMM6AONCegDjAPoA4Qp9QMCAABE9QMgAAAA&num=2&sig=AOD64_24ePHp7S-zuzlecKKemdnEtMqpKg&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.anderson.ucla.edu/x34535.xml
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BvKOMDvxYTsSyGKmMmgfjitXhBMmjnXqh25S0CMCNtwGwt48BEAMYAyDQjIcMKAM4AFCIvZCCBWDJrpKJiKSEELIBFXd3dy5vdHRhd2FjaXRpemVuLmNvbcgBAdoBZGh0dHA6Ly93d3cub3R0YXdhY2l0aXplbi5jb20vRm9yY2VmdWwrZ292ZXJub3IrZ2VuZXJhbCt0ZWxscytsYXd5ZXJzK0hlYWwrdGh5c2VsZi81MjU0Mzk3L3N0b3J5Lmh0bWyoAwHoA_Yo6AMM6AONCegDjAPoA4Qp9QMCAABE9QMgAAAA&num=3&sig=AOD64_2GT4wJXA4UaHRL1yG3nqdH1u9vgg&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.intelligenesisllc.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BvKOMDvxYTsSyGKmMmgfjitXhBMmjnXqh25S0CMCNtwGwt48BEAMYAyDQjIcMKAM4AFCIvZCCBWDJrpKJiKSEELIBFXd3dy5vdHRhd2FjaXRpemVuLmNvbcgBAdoBZGh0dHA6Ly93d3cub3R0YXdhY2l0aXplbi5jb20vRm9yY2VmdWwrZ292ZXJub3IrZ2VuZXJhbCt0ZWxscytsYXd5ZXJzK0hlYWwrdGh5c2VsZi81MjU0Mzk3L3N0b3J5Lmh0bWyoAwHoA_Yo6AMM6AONCegDjAPoA4Qp9QMCAABE9QMgAAAA&num=3&sig=AOD64_2GT4wJXA4UaHRL1yG3nqdH1u9vgg&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.intelligenesisllc.com
javascript: void(0)
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Video+Incisionless+surgery/5312021/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Video+Incisionless+surgery/5312021/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Jobs+leaves+cultural+landscape+altered+gadgets+gusto/5306913/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Jobs+leaves+cultural+landscape+altered+gadgets+gusto/5306913/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Merriam+Webster+dictionary+adds+tweet+bromance/5307537/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Merriam+Webster+dictionary+adds+tweet+bromance/5307537/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/life/Photos+best+new+dictionary+entries/5312708/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/life/Photos+best+new+dictionary+entries/5312708/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Video+Controversy+over+kids+book/5306560/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Video+Controversy+over+kids+book/5306560/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/life/story.html?id=5312708
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/life/story.html?id=5312708
javascript: void(0)
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/opinion/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/business/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/sports/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/entertainment/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/life/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/health/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/technology/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/travel/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/jobs/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/cars/index.html
http://www.househunting.ca/index.html?branding=ottawacitizen
http://ottawacitizen.oodle.com/
http://cycle.ottawacitizen.com/
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/weather-watch/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/photos/home/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/videos/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/photos/reader-photos/reader-photo-galleries/index.html
http://shopping.ottawacitizen.com/FSI/advertisers.aspx
http://shopping.ottawacitizen.com/SS/Page.aspx?ptype=SS_TILE&secid=103387&pagenum=1&facing=false
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/974254.ATOM
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Irene+might+douse+Eastern+Ontario+West+Quebec+experts+warn/5307508/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Witness+says+leave+woods+before+slain+teen+body+discovered/5312526/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Lone+survivor+Alexandria+fire+coma/5314428/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/most-popular-articles.html
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=1&sqi=2&ved=0CC4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ottawacitizen.com%2F&rct=j&q=ottawa%20citizen&ei=XvlYTu2_M8n40gGMg_2dDA&usg=AFQjCNFBDhHdx1PB0fgFMD9_cSUkswuRmQ
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/about-ottawa-citizen/sitemap.html
http://ottawacitizen.com/contests/
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/opinion/blogs/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/columnists/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/photos/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/videos/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/mobile-site/
http://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/ottawa-citizen/id406384672?mt=8
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/about-ottawa-citizen/aboutus.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/about-ottawa-citizen/contactus.html
http://jobs.ottawacitizen.com/careers/jobsearch/results?kAndEntire=Postmedia&city=Ottawa&state=ON&radius=15
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/about-ottawa-citizen/advertising.html
https://contests.canada.com/ottawacitizen/subscribe/index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/subscribe/
javascript:void(1);
http://www.working.com/ottawa/index.html
http://www.driving.ca/ottawa/
http://www.househunting.ca/ottawa/sale-and-rent/index.html
http://www.swarmjam.com/waf.srv/sj/sj/cn?_SWCATID=10150489&_TRK=101
http://classifieds.canada.com/ottawa/placead/placead_index.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/email-alerts.html
http://www.canada.com/
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/index.html
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/privacy.html
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/termsofservice.html
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/copyright.html

